
By Kavya Sharma and Katie Gib-

son 

The terrorist attacks in Paris, 

starting with the killing of 12 

people at Charlie Hebdo office, 

have made it clear to the writers 

of the Becky Highlights that 

freedom of speech is something 

that we have taken for granted.  

 

 The lesson we can learn from 

the response to the incidents is 

that people across the world 

view freedom of speech as an 

essential part of our lives, and 

that being able to express our 

views and share our thoughts 

without fear of persecution is  

integral to global society.  

 

 

The writers and editors of the Becky Highlights wish to make a stand against wrongful 

acts of violence as a result of people expressing their opinion.  

  JE SUIS CHARLIE 

The  

Highlights 

Itõs Kik!  
Kavya continues her social 

media campaign on page 

4é. 

Can we spell? Find 

out on page 7 

Find out about the  

Beaconsfield  

Alliance , with the story 

of Leelah Alcorn on page 5 
Page 10! 

Page 

7 

Golden globes 

glamour on page 

9 



 

By Laura Fearn 

The destination of this edition of Book Beats is Finland as I have 

been very fortunate to be selected to attend a winter camp on the 

Arctic Circle near the Finnish/Russian border at Easter. Needing 

quickly to learn more about Finnish culture, I have looked to         

literature of all varieties starting with introductory non -fiction and 

graduating to some more notable works.  

 

This is Finland by Aino Havukainen, Sami Toivonen, Owen F. 

Witesman  is a childrenõs book designed to educate children about 

what it is to be Finnish and how Finland was formed. Itõs a good 

place to start your research into the Finnish way of life and the     

creation of Finland.  

 

Already a devotee of The Xenophobe's Guides , this one about the 

Finns  by Tarja Moles  is a humorous insight into their foibles and 

characteristics. Did you know, for instance, that Finns consider the 

early childhood years so precious that children do not start school 

until the age of seven and there is no such thing as bad weather as 

it is up to you to dress adequately for it  

 

Apparently, it is impossible to visit Finland without a decent 

knowledge of the Moomins, a series of childrenõs books first written 

in the 1940s. Moomins are trolls that look very like cute hippopota-

muses. The Moomins and the Great Flood  by Tove Jansson is the 

first in the series and tells of their search to find a warm place for 

the winter. Jansson is also a beautiful illustrator so the Moomins 

have also appeared as a comic strip.  

 

Tove Jansson  also wrote adult fiction and one of her most famous is 

The Summer Book  which is about a six year old girl who has re-

cently lost her mother. It explores her relationship with her grand-

mother on a remote island off the Gulf of Finland. The book follows 

the chronology of summer but switches between years and each 

chapter tells a different story. Interestingly, the book was written in 

Swedish as Jansson was from the Swedish speaking part of Finland.  

 

I chose to read Our Daily Bread  by Kalle Päätalo  as it is set in 

north eastern Finland which is the area I will be visiting. It concerns 

a very poor fatherless family in the depression of the 1930s and 

their struggle to get sufficient food. It is very detailed, but by being 

so, it describes life as it was for all members of the village, their 

meagre existence and the permanent struggle with the arctic cold.  
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By Laura Fearn  
 

We tend to read books that 

are written by English 

speaking authors, but what 

would we read if English 

were not our first language?  

 

I recommend this modern 

Finnish classic that teenagers 

in Finland enjoy.  

The Year of the Hare by  Arto 

Paasilinna is about a hard-

nosed journalist who, driving 

on his way to a meeting, hits a 

hare in the road. He searches 

for the hare in the forest and 

has his anagnorisis about the 

insignificance of his life. He 

gives up his job and takes the 

hare on his travels around Fin-

land. What follows is a series 

of misadventures with the 

hare becoming the most im-

portant thing in his life. It 

sounds strange and it is but it 

is also very enjoyable.  

 

Books;Livres; Bücher; Libros; Libri 

By Katie Gibson 

 

You donõt need to be a genius mathematician to work out that paying more than you receive 

to produce something is not good for business. The cost of producing a litre of milk in Britain 

is estimated to be between 30 and 34 pence but farmers are being paid just 24.6 and 20.1 

pence per litre.  

The perfect combination of sunshine and showers throughout much of spring and summer in 

2013 meant that grass growth was excellent. Better grass growth means higher milk produc-

tion (+8%), and supply eventually exceeded demand as, despite the UKõs population in-

crease, the number of milk drinkers has become stagnant. This surplus has become even 

more obvious since the Chinese stopped purchasing British milk powder in bulk quantities. 

This newly industrialising nation, home to 1.4 billion people representing 18.9% of the world, 

has built up an excess of milk and dairy products by overbuying during 2013 and as a result 

they no longer import from the European milk market. Exporting certain goods to Russia has 

been banned ever since the trade embargo which resulted from the illegal annexation of Cri-

mea in 2014. Experts claim that little milk was going to the Russians in the first place, but that 

does not mean that the sanctions have had no impact on milk prices. In fact, the ban gave sup-

pliers a convenient excuse for why they were lowering the price being paid to farmers.  

Dairy Disaster 



By Kavya Sharma 

Here is my third article in my six article 

social media campaign. Recently, there 

has been a lot of controversy regarding 

social media at both school and in the 

news. However, one social media site that 

always interests me is Kik . Why is it used 

so much by Becky High?  

When reading this, just remember that 

the purpose of my rant is not to force you 

to delete your account, but just to make 

you all aware of some of the dangers     

social media can have - I want to make 

sure you are all as safe as you can be when it 

comes to Kik.  

 

Kik is a free messaging app mainly used on 

Apple products, Android and tablets. Here, 

anyone  can get your username and message 

you. After a survey I carried out, I can confirm 

that just over 84% of our school community 

use this form of social media and there are 

over 200 million users worldwide. But because 

of this appõs popularity, Kik is harmless, right? 

Wrong. Kik has been listed the 3 rd  most dan-

gerous app by crosswalk.com with Snapchat 

coming 4 th. One reason why it is on this list, is 

because of how people can get in touch with 

you just by knowing your name. Thus, anyone 

can contact you, and so this could be seen as 

one of the biggest dangers of using Kik mes-

senger. There are also no privacy settings on 

Kik except for ôchoosing a username that is 

hard to guess,õ as the Kik Help Centre sug-

gests. Similar to Instagram, Kik has geo -

tagging, which shows where you are as you 

send a message and the time. This is excep-

tionally dangerous because someone is able 

to find you based on the messages you send. 

So my advice is to ensure you turn geo -tag off 

once you send a message, and only  send a 

messages to people you know  ð people you 

have actually met.  

Since November 2012, Kik upped its age limit 

to 17+. Therefore, the majority should not be 

using this. This is an app for adults only.  The 

police have alerted the public of the various 

incidents that have occurred on Kik, including  

extreme cases of cyberbullying and pornog-

raphy. Therefore, the majority of you should 

not be on this form of social media. This can 

be seen as illegal. Why do you think that Kik 

increased the limit from 13 to 17+ in the first 

place? This is because Kik is not only just a 

messaging app. The company are constantly 

adding more and more ôfeaturesõ and chang-

ing itõs settings which has created a massive 

adult spam problem.  

Generally Kik is unsafe and everyone on this 

site is putting themselves in immediate dan-

ger. You can just look on the homepage to see 

what I am getting at. If any adults are reading 

this, you should know that Kik does not have 

any parental controls and this media has the 

underlying philosophy that sharing inappro-

priate content is okay. Personally,  I feel as if 

Kik is one of the most dangerous apps out 

there, and as proven from my survey, it is ex-

tremely popular, even though it shouldnõt be, 

because the rating is 17+.  

If you do use this app please ensure that you 

use it safely and responsibly. Also remember, 

what goes online stays there. If you ever need 

any help regarding online safety, or even 

cyberbullying, talk to someone about it. We 

are also lucky enough to have a school drop -

in, which you are free to use for confidential 

advice.  

me if Iõm wrong, but... 
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By Bethany Duck 

 

The past couple of 

months have seen the   

recurrence of the issue of 

t ransgender  r ights     

several times in the 

news. In December the 

tragic event of seventeen

-year -old Leelah Alcornõs 

death gained internation-

al attention and forced 

t h e  w o r l d  t o 

acknowledge the dis-

crimination and lack of 

support that transgender 

individuals face.  

Leelah identified as      

female, despite being 

born in a male body, and 

upon coming out to her 

parents about who she 

was, was sent to conver-

sion therapy and made to 

feel isolated and alienat-

ed. This eventually led to 

Lee lah commi t t ing        

suicide and posting a  

suicide letter online that 

told the world her devas-

tating story.  

In the annual State of the 

Union address in Ameri-

ca President Obama    

became the  f i r s t        

president in history to 

u s e  t h e  w o r d 

ôtransgenderõ in a State 

of the Union speech. This 

reaffirms what the viral 

sharing of Leelahõs story 

achieved, by bringing 

attention to a minority 

group thatõs waited far 

too long to have their 

voices heard.  

If you are questioning 

your gender then there 

are numerous places in 

the school that offer    

support such as Matron or 

another staff member you 

trust. 

For help or advice call 

the free line 0808 808 

4994 or visit get-

gonnected.org.uk  

Leelah Alcorn: Rest in power 

By Mariam Kellah Hozayen 

Valentineõs Day is approaching and whether you have a val-

entine or not you will feel the seasonal spirit around you.  

Valentineõs Day has a variety of different names in different 

countries, including Friends Day and Day of Love and Friend-

ship.  

 There are a lot of things you can do around Valentineõs Day, 

even if you donõt have a valentine. Popular activities include 

having a sleepover or going shopping with friends ð the most 

important thing to remember is to be with the people you 

love and those who love you.  

Love is in the air 
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Goodbye Ms France 
Kyla Melville and Sahar Mulji  

At the end of spring term Ms 

France will leave us, and we 

wanted to take this last op-

portunity to find out more 

about her and the time she 

has had at Beaconsfield High 

School.  
 

It may be a surprise to hear 

that Ms France originally  

didnõt want to be a 

headteacher or even a teach-

er and instead aimed to be-

come a doctor. When she re-

alised that this was not the 

right route for her, she decid-

ed to take art subjects, even-

tually studying    English and 

Psychology with Mathematics 

and Education as subsidiary 

courses. Later she gained an 

MEd and an MSc in Occupa-

tional Psychology.  
 

When asked what her           

favourite memory was she 

found it hard to pinpoint just 

one because there have been 

so many great events which 

she has loved. Recently she 

really enjoyed the Festival of 

Carols and the annual House 

Pantomimes have been a    

major highlight. When she 

first came to the school on 

interview she remembers 

leading an assembly in which 

all the girls were very inter-

active and from that moment 

she knew she would          

thoroughly enjoy working at 

Becky High.  
 

It is the students that Ms 

France says she will miss in 

the months ahead, as she has 

been endlessly impressed 

with each  individualõs abil-

ity. She is proud to be the 

Headteacher of such  

wonderful girls who are gifted 

in so many ways. Their aca-

demic abilities are indicated 

not only by this yearõs contin-

gent of students who have re-

ceived Oxbridge offers, num-

bering 13, but also by all 

those successfully gaining 

places at their chosen univer-

sity.  

 

 

In her retirement Ms France  

is most looking forward to not 

getting up at 6 oõclock and 

will enjoy being free from 

school bells.  

 

When asked if she had a mes-

sage for the students of Becky 

High Ms France replied,  

òHave big dreams and      

follow them!ó  



By Kasthuri Sribaskaran 

The jihadist group Islamic State in Iraq have 

hacked into the US Central Commandõs Twit-

ter feed and YouTube account. They man-

aged to take control of the accounts for over 

half an hour on the night of Monday 12 th Janu-

ary and posted messages promising to take 

revenge against the US soldiers currently 

serving in Iraq and Syria. One message on 

the Twitter feed was ôAmerican soldiers we 

are coming. Watch your back.õ The hackers 

had also replaced CentCom's usual logo with 

the image of a hooded fighter and the words 

"Cyber Caliphate" and "I love you ISIS". 

ôõYouõll see no mercy infidels. ISIS is already 

here, we are in your PCs, in each military 

base. With Allahõs permission we are in 

CENTCOM now,ó they had also written. The 

group claimed that they had hacked into 

some mobile devices and computers used by 

the US armed forces. As well as this they had 

warned òwe know everything about you, 

your wives and childrenó and this was ac-

companied with some addresses of retired 

US generals.  òWhile the US and its satellites 

kill our brothers in Syria, Iraq and Afghani-

stan we broke into your networks and per-

sonal devices and know everything about 

you,ó the same individuals had put on an in-

formation sharing site, Pastebin, often used 

by hackers.  

The hacking happened less than half an hour 

after President Barak Obamaõs speech on 

cyber -security to the Federal Trade Commis-

sion in Washington. At a meeting of congres-

sional leaders at the White House, the Presi-

dent said that the recent events had pushed 

cyber -security up the agenda and comment-

ed that they need to work harder together to 

strengthen their cyber -security.  

ôCyber Caliphateõ 

Did I spell that correctly? 
Kitty Sparrowhawk         

The English Spelling Society has been work-

ing with  the American Literacy Council to cre-

ate a new spelling system.  They have been 

writing up a list  of suggestions that would 

make it easier to learn how to spell.   This 

would include things such as removing silent 

letters from words and not using double con-

sonants.  These changes are because  of recent 

studies that suggest that it takes English -

speaking people two years longer to learn 

basic literacy skills compared to others in Eu-

rope.    Delegates will vote for this new system 

at the first International Spelling Con-

gress.   But until  then, I will keep spelling knee 

with a k and crumb with a b!  
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By Kavya Sharma and Katie Gibson  

 

For this issue, you encouraged us to interview Deputy Headteacher, Mr Sinden.  

 

Here are the answers to your questions: - 

 

What is your favourite : 

 

Favourite colour: purple.  

 

Favourite band: 'Hot 8 Brass Band', Mr Sinden went to New Orleans, 

the Christmas after Hurricane Katrina to see them play. He has 

played the bass on and off for 30 years used to play with a jazz band 

as a sixth former. Apart from this, Mr Sinden also likes to listen to 

heavy metal. So we can safely say that nothing he listens to is quiet.  

 

Favourite artist: Salvador Dali, he finds surrealism interesting and also likes Escher because of per-

spective - looking at things from different angles, which is why he also loves photography. Mr Sin-

den said that black and white scenic photos seem static but tell a story. If you remember his assem-

blies at the start of the year, you will remember him saying that 'one picture speaks a thousand 

words.'  

 

What improvements do you aspire to make?  

 

A few dull, but necessary, things like the flat roofs and windows in hall being held up with ivy. 

Apart from this, he would love to see the hall more of a performance space with better acoustics 

and facilities such as lighting and sound in order to make it a more interesting and welcoming ven-

ue for the many events we host here at Becky High.  

 

What has most impressed you, and what have you found the most nerve - wracking?  

 

The commitment of students, parents and teachers. Mr Sinden is amazed at how much money we 

can raise - e.g. the Christmas Fair. But, Panto was scary (uniformed policeman and robot dance) 

because no one told him what to expect and it came to a point where he thought he was being 

"stitched up". The Carol Service was terrifying because of being on show in the pulpit, his paper 

was shaking so much he couldn't read it. However, he feels that the pressure of being new and es-

tablishing a reputation is important, an example of which is being part of The Becky Highlights!  

 

As a student : he was lucky to enjoy everything, but particularly liked Classics and studied Latin for 

10 years (Latin, Greek, English at A Level) and even studied Biblical Hebrew and Ancient Egyptian 

- if inventing a time machine, he's your man because of all the dead languages under his belt. He 

was also able to take Geology at GCSE because he took French a year early.  

 

Interesting thing: loves scuba diving and will be off to Egypt at Easter to see sharks - as an assis-

tant instructor is it sad that teaching is both his day job and his hobby?  

 



By Eesha Makh  

The Golden Globes: the glittery, glimmer-

ing,  golden  award that  every everybody  in the film 

industry wishes to add to their collection. Big winners 

of the night included ôBoyhoodõ, ôThe Theory of Eve-

rythingõ and ôBirdmanõ, but as usual, the golden girls 

of Hollywood stole the spotlight while posing for the 

paparazzi on the red carpet. Emma Stone was an eye 

turner, dressed in a stunning  Lanvin jumpsuit, while 

Reese Witherspoon shone like the sweetheart she 

is in a silver, sleeveless Calvin Klein column dress, 

with her hair in a classic Golden Globes side sweep. 

Cake actress Jennifer Anniston shone in a black, se-

quinned Saint Laurent dress and Helen Mirren daz-

zled in a red Dolce and Gobanna dress, accessorising 

with a 'Je Suis Charlie' poster. Pregnant Kiera Knight-

ley was attired in a Chanel dress, which provoked a 

negative reaction, as the design of the Pierrot Doll 

collar and natural decorations let the star down. On 

the other hand, the beautiful Heidi Klum was attract-

ing attention dressed in a striking red one shoulder 

Atelier Versace dress with sequin detailing. Into the 

Woods actress Anna Kendrick followed a fairy tale 

theme in a jewelled Monique Lhuillier gown, while 

the intelligent Amal Clooney wore an elegant black 

Dior gown, adding a one shoulder train and white 

gloves. Looking flawless was Diane Kruger, who impressed in simple but sophisticated silver 

Emilia Wickstead gown. See the pictures to decide who stole the show for you ΦΦΦ  

The glittery, glimmering golden award show 

Affection  

Chocolate  

Cupid  

February  

Flowers  

Fourteenth  

Friendship  

Gifts 

Giving  

Happiness  

Heart 

Love 

Poetry 

Roses 

Sweetheart 

Valentine  
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